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DID YOU KNOW...?

LURAY CAVERNS IS ESTIMATED

TO BE WELL OVER 400 MILLION & .

YEARS OLD!

NO OTHER CAVE IN THE
WORLD IS DECORATED WITH
STALACTITES AND
STALAGMITES LIKE LURAY
CAVERNS.
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On August 13, 1878, five local
men, Andrew J. Campbell -
a local tinsmith; William
Campbell, John "Quint’
Campbell, and Benton
Stebbins, discovered Luray
Caverns.

They were drawn to the area
by a unigue limestone they
saw pushing out unusually.

This was in addition to a

sinkhole located in the area
pushing out lots of cool air.
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Like every cave around the world,
animals of some sort do live in them.. ZVatU" 3/&441
some in a larger quantity than the other. When it comes to
Luray Caverns, several animals exist there, such as
trogloxenes and troglobites.

Troglobites are small creatures that have adapted to a
permanent life in a cave. They are so well-adapted to life in
a cave that they would be unable to survive in the surface
environment.

Trogloxenes are the type of cave animal
that most people are familiar with. They use
caves overnight or during the winter as
places to sleep or hibernate. Bats and bears
are well-known trogloxenes.

Luray Caverns does not have a large
colony of bats living there!

You may come across the following
animals and insects throughout your
tours..water fleas, blind salomanders,
blind fish, freshwater worms, blind
crayfish, snails, and blind cave newts.

Source: https://geology.com/stories/13/troglobites
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FUN FACTS!

e The cavern features a
Great Stalacpipe Organ —
which is the largest
musical instrument in the
world. Once the hammers
hit, the whole
underground lbecomes ¢
musical serenade of
soothing sound.

e Skeletal remains
(fragmented bones)
were first discovered in
the caverns, which initially
gave birth to the
"Skeleton’s Gorge.”

e The cavern sits on over

64 acres of rich nature’s
beauty and abundance.

Parts of the cave
accessible by visitors
have been decked with
electrical-powered
lighting.

The cavern features a
spring of water (Iorgest
body of the cavern)
known as Dream Lake.
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WHAT DID | S
LEARN 4~

NAME THREE THINGS YOU LEARNED ABOUT
LURAY CAVERNS:
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Who discovered 3 Things to do at
Luray Caverns? Luray Caverns:
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WHAT IS THE LARGEST
BODY OF WATER IN THE
CAVERNS?
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TIME in the boxes below.

What's the difference between stalactites and stalagmites?

List 3 animals found in Luray Caverns:

What is the temperature inside Luray Caverns?

Which cavern tour would you like to take?

How many musical instruments are there in the cavern?

What are all the formations in the caverns made of?
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CAVE FACTS

CAVE GEOLOGY

Check back for new cave guides frequently! __
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