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CARLSBAD CAVERNS
NATIONAL PARK HAPPENS TO
BE THE MOST VISITED
NATIONAL PARK IN THE US.
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In 1898, Jim White, a teenager
from the area, made a wire
ladder to explore the caverns. 

As he traversed the cave
regions, he named many of
the rooms to include Green
Lake Room, Queens Ladder,
Kings Palace, Papoose Room,
New Mexico Room, and Big
Room. 

Many of the cavern formations
were discovered to include
Witch's Finger, Totem Pole,
Iceberg Rock, Fairyland, Rock of
Ages, and Temple of the Sun.
Carlsbad is the national park's
namesake and was named
after Karlsbad (Carlsbad in
English), a German native.
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Stalactites are speleothems that hang from the cave ceiling.
They form when water containing dissolved calcium
bicarbonate from the limestone rock drips from the ceiling of
a cave. As the water comes into contact with the air, some of
the calcium bicarbonate precipitates back into limestone to
form a tiny ring, which gradually elongates 
to form a stalactite.

Limestone stalactites form less than
10cm every thousand years!

Stalagmites are speleothems that rise
from the floor using a similar process.
Sometimes they grow together to form
a pillar or column.

One way to remember is that stalactite
has a “c” in it, as in “ceiling,” and
stalagmite has a “g” in it, as in “ground.”

Speleothems are cave formations 
caused by deposition of dissolved 
minerals. Stalactites and stalagmites are examples of
speleothems found in Mammoth Cave.

Speleothems

Stalactites

StalagmitesSource: https://science.howstuffworks.com
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Unlike many other
caverns that had their
formations derived from
water erosion, the
Carlsbad Caverns had
their own formation from
sulfuric acid.

Carlsbad Caverns does
not have any water
bodies or streams flowing
through neither on the
floors nor walls of the
cavern.

An estimated 119 caves in
the cavern that are all
formed from dissolved
sulphuric acid.

Back in the 18th century,
visited Carlsbad Caverns
more so to hunt for
guano. It is said the bat
poop is a very effective
fertilizer.

Always 56 degrees plus –
The caverns never
experience temperatures
too far above or below 56
degrees Fahrenheit.

FUN FACTS!
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BEST PART OFMY TRIP:

scavenger
hunt

soda straw
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define the
words

stalactites

stalagmites

 soda straw

camping

limestones

cavern

Speleothems
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Name three things you learned about 

Carlsbad Caverns of New Mexico.:
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what did i
learn

Why it's called
"Carlsbad Caverns"

3 Things to do at
Carlsbad Caverns:
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why do we need bats?

draw a 

colony

of bats!
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homework
time

Test your cave  knowledge
by answering the questions

in the boxes below.

What's the difference between stalactites and stalagmites?

List 3 animals found at Carlsbad Caverns:

Who made a wire ladder to explore the caves?

What is fatal to bats?

What did they harvest from the caverns?

Who are the caverns named after?
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CARLSBAD CAVERNS EXPLORE LADDER

STALACTITES SODA STRAW
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Carlsbad
Caverns word

search

NEW MEXICO BATS

STALAGMITES ELEVATOR
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World Of Caves has resources
for:

BAT FACTS

MYTHS ABOUT BATS

CAVE FACTS

CAVE GEOLOGY

and many more!
Check back for new cave guides frequently!

caves


